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Testimony regarding the Khojaly Tragedy

The Tragedy on February 26, 1992 in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly is the most tragic
page of the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan. The Human Rights Watch report
described the event in Khojaly as “the largest tragedy to date in the conflict.” There are
multiple survivors who testified to their personal and family tragedies. As a result of an
attack on Khojaly by Armenian armed forces and their collaborators some 613 Azerbaijani
civilians lost their lives, including 106 women, 83 small children, and 70 elderly persons
and 1,275 peaceful inhabitants were taken hostage. The tragedy of Khojaly has become the
symbol of the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan, in which some 30 000 people, mostly
Azerbaijanis, died.

The tragic events in Khojaly are well-documented and there is a general consensus on it is
being the most brutal event in the conflict. In addition to various reports by leading
international media and human rights groups, a noted Armenian writer Markar Melkonian
describes the terrifying aftermath of the massacre, while Armenia's current leader and
former defense minister, Serj Sarkissian, told a British journalist in a widely publicized
interview that the objective of the Khojaly massacre was to produce fear among the
Azerbaijani population.

The future of the Armenian and Azerbaijani people should not be defined by massacres
such as Khojaly! As the United States is working to bring about peace between the two
nations, we need to make sure that similar tragedies do not happen in the future. We have
learned from history that the best way to prevent the future tragedies is to recognize the
ones that, unfortunately, have happened. This is important for our friends in Azerbaijan
and, I believe, for our friends in Armenia.

The Khojaly Tragedy has so far been recognized by the parliaments of Turkey, Pakistan
and Mexico. Moreover, US states including New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, New Jersey,
Mississippi, Georgia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maine, New York, Connecticut,
Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas, as well as the international Organization
of Islamic Cooperation, have adopted resolutions recognizing the Khojaly Tragedy.

Therefore, I kindly urge you to join the other states to acknowledge the tragedy of Khojaly.
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Testimony regarding the Khojaly Tragedy

The Khojaly Tragedy in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly is the most tragic page of the war
between Armenia and Azerbaijan, occurred on February 26, 1992. The Human Rights
Watch report described the event in Khojaly as “the largest tragedy to date in the
conflict.” There are multiple survivors who testified to their personal and family tragedies.
As a result of an attack on Khojaly by Armenian armed forces and their collaborators
some 613 Azerbaijani civilians lost their lives, including 106 women, 83 small children,
and 70 elderly persons and 1,275 peaceful inhabitants were taken hostage. The tragedy
of Khojaly has become the symbol of the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan, in which
some 30 000 people, mostly Azerbaijanis, died.

The tragic events in Khojaly are well-documented and there is a general consensus on it
is being the most brutal event in the conflict. In addition to various reports by leading
international media and human rights groups, a noted Armenian writer Markar Melkonian
describes the terrifying aftermath of the massacre, while Armenia's current leader and
former defense minister, Serj Sarkissian, told a British journalist in a widely publicized
interview that the objective of the Khojaly massacre was to produce fear among the
Azerbaijani population.

The future of the Armenian and Azerbaijani people should not be defined by massacres
such as Khojaly! As the United States is working to bring about peace between the two
nations, we need to make sure that similar tragedies do not happen in the future. We
have learned from history that the best way to prevent the future tragedies is to
recognize the ones that, unfortunately, have happened. This is important for our friends
in Azerbaijan and, | believe, for our friends in Armenia.

The Khojaly Tragedy has so far been recognized by the parliaments of Turkey, Pakistan
and Mexico. Moreover, US states including New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, New Jersey,
Mississippi, Georgia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maine, New York, Connecticut,
Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas, as well as the international
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, have adopted resolutions recognizing the Khojaly
Tragedy.

Therefore, | kindly urge you to join the other states to acknowledge the tragedy of
Khojaly.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































